+Q T e Yol8
ommuni AUON .coommmmmiongsommn

N—K-BIERGBHEER
zag D1J7L-D-T—-)\—
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the spread of the deadly corona-virus. This
disease has already caused much difficulty for
many people around the world. It has disrupt-
ed several planned events involving the people
of Toyohashi and Toledo. Our annual Interna-
tional Youth Academy (IYA) for 2020 has been
cancelled. A visit to Toyohashi by the Greater
Toledo International Youth Orchestra has been
cancelled. An exchange of mayoral visits to
celebrate the 20th anniversary of our Sister
City relationship appears to be displaced. While
these are small disappointments compared to
the suffering of many people around the world,
we are still saddened that these exchanges will
not be possible, at least at this time.

On the positive side, we celebrate twenty years
of a productive relationship between our two
cities. Meetings in the spring of 2000 in our
respective cities to sign the sister city agree-
ment bring pleasant memories. What a
constructive beginning with mayors Hayakawa
and Finkbeiner signing the agreement. Since
then, many wonderful things have happened
between our two cities. Every summer ten
students from Toyohashi have spent two to
three weeks in Toledo. In exchange, some high
school students from Toledo have visited Toyo-
hashi. Every two years, and more recently
every three years, students from the 23 junior
high schools in Toyohashi have visited Toledo
for the better part of a week. Dr. Joseph Hara
has taken University of Toledo students to visit
Toyohashi for many summers. Mr. Ryo Kita-
mura has welcomed Toyohashi students to
Bowsher High School. Kristi Pawlak and
Kasumi Yamazaki have helped with many
exchanges and the teaching of the Japanese
language at the University of Toledo. William
D. Hoover has taken four groups of Toledo area
people to Toyohashi over the last decade.
Other exchanges, too numerous to mention
have helped to bind our two cities in friendship.
So, in spite of the present world health compli-
cations, the relationship between Toledo and
Toyohashi is strong and healthy. We hope this
wonderful relationship may continue to thrive
for many more years and build abundant
(Toyo) bridges (hashi) between our two cities.
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