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On November 19th I had the opportunity to spend an
entire day with the students at Yutaka Elementary
School. The purpose of the trip was to have the children
begin thinking about International Relations and inform
them about Toyohashi's sister Toledo, Ohio through
speeches, classroom visits, and club participation. Quite a
bit of preparation was required to achieve all of that. I
visited the school several times to speak with teachers,
wrote speeches, prepared handouts, and made two giant
posters showing different facets of my hometown Toledo,
Ohio. While preparing I grew increasingly worried about
the presentation. Would the students understand my less
than perfect Japanese? Would they even be interested in
international relations? Can I give a speech in Japanese in
front of 500 people?! My worries increased day by day.
Fortunately, thanks to the students I had no need to
worry. From my beginning speech through the final club
activities the students went out of their way to make me
feel welcome. The listened intently to everything I had to
say, and more importantly asked plenty of questions. “Is
Toledo cold?” (Yes) “Why is your nose so big?” ('m not
sure, but I think it's my mom's fault) “Have you ever
discovered a dinosaur?” (Unfortunately, no). They even
taught me a lot about themselves. “I love English;
someday I want to go to America.” (Good luck!) “No no,
vou're holding the brush wrong. Do it THIS way."
(Thank youl) T appreciated that the students went out of
their way to participate so enthusiastically.

I believe that interacting with children is the best way to
increase the understanding between two cultures, and
that the school visit program is an excellent method of
doing so. Of course, adults are better able to grasp the
importance and the Inherent difficulties associated with
international relations, but only children have the
capability of seeing a new culture in a

pure, bias free way. Any chance we may have of cultural
understanding will begin in the hearts of our children.
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