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[ Japan’s Bonsai Disease |

The degradation of our environment is a worldwide problem.The
industrialized nations seem to have united behind America (per
capita the greatest consumer nation on the planet) in an effort to
consume every last natural resource. Indeed, the recent news that
due to human action we are entering the 2nd largest mass
extinction in Earth history barely even draws attention.

Japan, like every other nation, is afflicted with this discase. Her
scas arc over fished and her forests stripped bare. A people that
once cextolled the virtues of nature in poem and painting now have
little understanding of the environment around them, In Japan
however, this discase has taken on very distinctive symptoms.

Unlike other nations where natural areas arc simply sectioned
off, ignored or destroyed, nature in Japan has come to be seen as a
force to be controlled and bent to the will of man. It is difficult to
not comparc the situation to the traditional art of Bonsai. Over tens
or hundreds of ycars, a small trec is shaped with wires and cutting,
all in an attempt to make a small, beautiful representation of
nature. Indced. bonsai on such a small scale is beautiful and
rewarding art form. But the resulting plant is anything but natural,
And when the mindsct of Bonsai is applied to an entirc nation,
even if the motivations are pure, the results arc disastrous and
heartbreaking. The mountains of Japan may be covered with deep
green forests but those forests have been bent to the purpose of
the logging industry, resulting in vast stretches of pine that not
only arc uninhabitable to the indigenous forest animals of Japan but
also wreak havoc with millions of residents across Japan every
spring. The rivers of Japan have been shaped into concrete chutes
and tunnels that can no longer support Japans beloved fireflies or
other insects that form the basis of any ccological system. While
the rivers may continue to flow and forests mayv continue to stand,
they are not natural Like Bonsai stripped of all its beauty, grace
and honor- the Japanese environment has been twisted and
deformed.

As part of my position as Coordinator for International Relations
I travel to schools and speak to the children of Toyohashi about my
hometown of Toledo, Ohio (a town in the middle of America's
Industrial belt with its own host of environmental woes) A large
part of that program is introducing children to the wildlife of the
arca. When I describe being awaken in the morning by the clatter
of squirrels on my roof or the rabbits that live in my yard- the
childrenis eyes light up with interest- and the scope of Japanis
environmental plight becomes frighteningly clear. Man's constant
manipulation has dealt a cruel blow to the environment Our
children, our only hope to redress that damage, are so far
indoctrinated into this Bonsai approach to environmental
management that they are not awarc that a true nature outside of
that even exists.

If our children, our most important asset, are led to the belief
that the lifestyle of today is normal or sustainable, or that there is
some redecming value in constant consumption and the
brutalization of the environment, then our future is doomed. It is
our responsibility to open their eyes- to open our own eyes- and let
go of the illusion that we have the right or ability to successfully
manipulate nature.
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