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It has been three vears since 9,/11.

Last month it was reported that American deaths in Iraq
topped 1,000; and even the most conservative counts place
Iraqi civilian casualties at over 11,000. This news has forced
me stop and rethink my position on the war.

From the very beginning I have been against the war in
Iraq. America has never been attacked by Trag. No
connection has yet been made to Iraq and the tragedy of
September 11 or terrorists. No weapons of mass destruction
have been found. Even today I am uncertain as to exactly
why America invaded Iraq. However when I consider the
Bush Family's connections to the oil cartel, Cheney's
connections to Halliburton and that company’s billions of
dollars of no-bid war contracts I find myself unable to reign
in my indignation. With all of this in mind I have debated
fiercely with many people, always assuming that this debate
was America's last best hope to bring an end to the war in
Iraq.

However, this month’s death tally brought my righteous
anger crashing down.

All T feel now is a profound sadness. Everything debated so
fiercely before who is to blame for 9/11, did Bush have the
authority to invade Iraq, did we actually think we could end
terrorism through armed action, ete.- means nothing now. I
couldn't care less. As we go back and forth debating this
rhetoric we seem to have lost focus of the truth.

The truth about war is simple. There are no heroes or
villains in war. No one has the authority to take the life of
another. American or Iraqi, every person killed in this war
adds to the world's sorrow.

That is the truth of war we need to remember.

As we continue with our precious debates people are dying.
Iraq, Russia, Chechnya, Darfur- in countless places across
the world children and innocents are being slaughtered. 1
highly doubt that those being killed have any interest in our
debates.

Having laid aside our rhetoric there is one final point that
must be made. The people of the world have to raise there
voices in protest “We will not let our children be killed.
“Eye for an Eye" justice must end. We have to find another
way.

This final debate may be our only hope.
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