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A recent injury has left me unable to participate in aikido
practice, but I've still been going to watch. Usually I get so
caught up in just trying to move correctly that it is difficult
to focus on the interaction between myself and my partner.
But watching from the third person, Aikido seems less like
a collection of techniques and more like a careful study in
Maai, or the distance between oneself and one's partner.

I've started thinking about the distance between people in
everyday society, how in the name of expediness and
comfort the distance between people has continued to
lengthen with time. While several factors contribute to this,
technology has changed our world above all others. We are
blessed now with a greater variety of technological wonders
than ever before. These technological devices have allowed
us to live longer and achieve tasks that 100 years ago would
have been deemed impossible. And while very few people
would argue that such devices haven't been beneficial, they
have signigicantly distanced us from each other. Telephones
and the internet allow us to interact with each other at a
distance while television and vidco games entertain us in
our homes so that we need not interact with one another at
all. (While you can play video games with your friends,
staring blankly at the screen hardly counts as interaction.)
Again, most people would probably accept these facts and
the resultant distance between us as necessary evils of our
new age.

However, I recently saw a report concerning a new
invention that I believe has crossed a line that shouldn't
have been crossed: The invention is robot designed
specifically to interact with elderly persons: a device that
will allow you to increase the distance between yourself and
the elderly to new extreme. While the news anchors were
quick to shower the robot with praise, I am horrified by the
idea. How far have we come when we must push the
responsibility of caring for our grandparents and parents
onto talking machines? I won't argue that such a robot
should not be produced, I would only be arguing against the
symptom, not the illness itself. Instead, I propose that we
take the robot as an onimous sign of how far we have
allowed the distance between human beings to grow. Stop
for a moment look around at the technologies that you own
and weigh their conveniences against the distance they
impose between you and the people around you. If you're
like me, the loneliness may indeed outweigh the benefits.
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