EXPO 2005 and the President

2005 has seen a host of important environmental
events, including of course Aichi EXPO 2005.

The official theme of the Expo was "nature's
wisdom". In reality though the theme seemed to be
closer to 'International Cooperation". This gap
between the theme of the Expo and the reality of
the Expo didn't bother me. In fact, as environmental
problems such as global warming and loss of natural
habitat pay little heed to international borders, it is
fitting that in our efforts to combat those problems
we overcome borders ourselves. Obviously, the Expo
was not perfect, but taken as a message for our
children about the value of our environment and the
importance of international cooperation it was a
success.

In fact, I wish that President Bush could have found
the time to visit the Expo. Not only to see the
excellent American pavilion, but also to hear the
message of international cooperation. Imagine for a
moment that President Bush had heard that
message. Then, maybe he would have cooperated
with the rest of the world and signed the Kyoto
Treaty. Of course, there may some truth in his logic
that the treaty "would have wrecked our economy.’
However, considering that scientists now say that
the 50 percent increase in hurricane strength over
the last 30 years is most likely a product of global
warming and that it will eventually cost hundreds of
billions of dollars to repair the damage of Hurricane
Katrina, it seems likely the decision to not sign may
be more damaging economically. Or again, what if
Bush had listened to international appeals to not
invade Iraq without evidence. Would it have still
taken five days to respond to the disaster? Or would
the Louisiana national guardsmen who are normally
respond in such cases and are now stationed in Iraq
have been at home? If we hadn't gone on a vigilante
war against terrorism maybe the funds set aside to
fix the levees of New Orleans wouldn't have been
appropriated for "Homeland Security”; an expression
that with thousands dead and an entire city in ruins,
strikes as something of a misnomer.

Aichi EXPO did an excellent job laying out
international cooperation as the foundation of future
environmental efforts. The President turned his back
on environmental reform and international
cooperation. The southern United States are paying
the price for his decisions. I wonder how many New
Orleans citizens wish the President had spent his
vacation at the Aichi Expo, instead of in Texas.
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