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[Living in Japan ]

After three years living in Toyohashi I feel that I ve
acclimated to Japanese society relatively well. Permit
me to boast; I eat (and enjoy) natto. I separate my
garbage. I don't wear shoes in my house. I can
(usually) read kanji and I can even sit in seiza for
prolonged periods.

That said, for every cultural difference I have come to
terms with there are certain facets to Toyohashi and
Japan that T just can’t adapt to. For example I ve
come to understand the importance of my kotatsy,
something I had never even seen before coming to
Japan. I love to sit underneath it and eat Mikans,
read books or take naps. Even with my trusty
kotatsu though, I can't seem to adapt to my apartment’
s lack of central heating. Whenever get up from the
kotatsu I freeze and even if I stay in it my nose still
stays cold all winter. Coming from America, where
homes are kept warm all winter long, every winter
is a painful experience.

When I first arrived in Japan driving on the left side
of the road frightened me. Now, I am as comfortable
on the left as I am on right. What I still can’t seem
to get my mind around is the idea that a signal that
just turned red can be safely ignored. Of course
driving in America is more dangerous than in the
Japan. However, I don't think that I ever saw people
run red lights the way people do in Toyohashi.
Residents of Toyohashi, city with the second highest
fatal accident rate in the Japan's most dangerous
prefecture, please drive carefully!

I am slowly mastering Japanese and am confident in
my conversational ability. However, at City Hall I
often have to answer to the phone, and to be honest,
it is the worst part of my job. I can never remember
who gets the honorific or who “ossharu”s and who
“moushimasu”s. I do my best to hand the phone off
to someone else as soon as possible, but if you call
City Hall and 1 say something rude or
incomprehensible, please forgive me. I still have a lot
to learn about Japan.
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