[ Natural Disasters |

I've lived in Japan for nearly 4 years. In that time
I've experienced several earthquakes. But beyond
buying a few liters of water and some crackers, I've
done little to prepare. Part of that is I have a strong
streak of fatalism; my apartment is so old that if a
strong earthquake were to strike I'm sure I won't
live long enough to drink my water OR eat my
crackers. But my experience with natural disasters
in the United States has colored my outlook more
than anything else.

A little known fact about Toledo, Ohio is that the
city is located on the very outskirts of Tornado
Alley, a section of the United States historically
prone to damaging tornados. Tornados are as much
a part of life there as earthquakes are in Toyohashi.
All children are taught to be alert for sudden storms
that appear out of an eerily still sky and summer hail
large enough to dent metal and break windows. Of
course, a lot of these "signs' are said to be nothing
more than old wives tales, but we're taught just the
same. We are also told tornado horror stories. In my
case I was told a story about my four year old
father. A tornado tore his house from the ground
while he and his siblings and parents huddled in the
basement. He remembers covering his eyes for fear
that the wind would tear them free. Because
earthquakes are as rare as tornados in Toyohashi
everyone is free to build their homes with
basements. Having a basement and a basic (if
unscientific) grounding in tornado prediction is the
basis of our "Advanced Preparation”.

More important is how you react after a tornado has
been spotted. Often with tornados you have time to
heed warning sirens, hide in your basement, or if all
else fails, to run in the opposite direction.

Coming for that background it has been very
difficult to try and prepare for earthquakes, which
offer little or no chance to "respond”.

Then last month I visited the Disaster Reduction
Museum in Kobe, and soon after two people died in
tornado in the US. The two events quickly made
clear the awesome devastating power of natural
disasters and the price paid by those who don't take
them seriously. It's enough to make me rethink my
attitude about earthquakes. I hope you do as well.
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