a5

k:olumno

SA7VEAD—OIS LD

SA7Y - ESD SEHEESERE

Ryan Bigelow International Relations Division

[ Heartfelt Thanks |

Every morning I walk into City Hall and am greeted
by a statue of Toyokki, our 100th anniversary
mascot. At his feet is a calendar counting down the
days till the centennial celebration little more than a
month away. Everyday I look at that calendar and
sigh because it is the same as the countdown till my
final day as a City Hall employee.

Because my days as CIR are so limited I'd like to
use this final article to extend my appreciation to
everyone who has made me feel so welcome and
done so much for me in Toyohashi.

First, thanks to everyone at City Hall and the TTA.
You trusted me enough to let me translate
documents, interpret speeches, and write articles like
this. Thank you very much.

Thanks to the children throughout Toyohashi who
welcomed me into their schools, let me sit in on their
games and let me be a part of their day. It's always
a nice to be able to return to my childhood, even if
only for a day.

My thanks to everyone that spent long hours
attempting to teach me everything from aikido, shogi
and fireworks to Japanese language and culture.
Thanks to you I can speak the Japanese that I do
today. Unfortunately, my martial arts and shogi are
still terrible, but that is probably a personal problem.
I am extremely appreciative of your time and effort.
Without your instruction I wouldn't have been to
enjoy my time in Toyohashi nearly as much.

Thank you to everyone who has called my name in
friendship. I know that it can be difficult to put up
with my strange habits and odd Japanese, but I truly
do appreciate you being my friends.

In this short space I can't begin to properly thank
everyone who has gone out of their way to help me
during my stay in Toyohashi. However I know that
through the support of countless individuals I was
able to have the excellent and rewarding experience
in Toyohashi and become the person I am today.

Ryan Bigelow
International Relations Division
Intl@city.toyohashi.aichijp

intl@citv.toyohashiaichijp
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