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Tina Yamada International Relation
Division

Hello therel My name is Tina Yamada, and I come
from Torrance (Los Angeles County), California,
USA. A 2nd generation Japanese-American, I arrived
in Toyohashi at the beginning of August to work as
a Coordinator for International Relations at the city
hall. T've visited Japan several times in the past, but
this is my first long-term stay. This is my first time
in Toyohashi also. I was born in the US, but I am of
Japanese descent. I came to Japan to fulfill my
dream -
the country

to have a first-hand experience and live in
where my parents came from, the
country that I grew up knowing only through TV,
books, and other people's stories.

I am discovering new things everyday, and
gradually learning about how wonderful Toyohashi
is. T hope that I will be of service to all of you, who
warmly took in someone like me, who looks Japanese
but knows nothing about Japan.

As more and more foreigners come pouring into
Japan and internationalization progress, there is a
diversification of people with different ways of
thinking. At times, that could be the cause of sour
relationships. Even in the US, a country built up by
immigrants, there are conflicts between people with
different views. But with a little bit of effort, we can
learn about each other and come to celebrate our
differences. Many people of Toyohashi may already
know the joy of discovering different ways of seeing
the world.

I hope to expand and enhance that joy by
introducing the US that I know. Ask me everything
and anything, and Ill answer to the best of my
abilities. Beware, for I will also be asking a million
questions about Toyohashi and Japan!
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