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Toyohashi City Coordinator for

International Relations

When I go karaoke, I notice many song titles have
“sakura”, or cherry blossoms. At the mention of
salkura, the first thing that comes to my mind is a
scene of Japanese flower-viewing. I had always
wondered why Japanese are so enthusiastic about
flower-viewing. I finally understand why, now that
spring has come. I was on my way to work when T
saw sakura for the first time. The fairies of spring
took my breath away, and I forgot all about worl,
about everything. I wanted to gaze up at the sakura
forever. Yay for flower-veiwing!

We do not practice flower-viewing in the US. Now
that I have seen sakura first hand, I believe other
cultures are missing out. But I believe the spring
theme of “new beginning” is the same everywhere,
and a time of much celebration. There is more
partying, and people wear brighter, colorful clothing.
Rabbits, chicks and eggs symbolize new life, and one
would find many products lining the stores with
such themes.

In Japan, everything is renewed in April It is the
beginning of a new school year, and you have a new
group of classmates. It gets quite lively at work also,
with new employees coming in and internal job
transfers going on. Many people move at this time of
vear also.

With a new start, new environment, and renewed
feeling, why not new friends? In Japan, there is a
children's song that sings, “Once 1 become a first
grader, Hope I make a 100 friends! " Don't let the
little first graders beat you, take the initiative! Make
new friends! Make Toyohashi bloom with new
friendships! We foreigners are always looking for a
new friend! Don't understand each other? The same
goes for newborn babies, but they are quite popular!
The ability to communicate will naturally come to
vou after much practice and by partaking in many
real-life conversations. What you really need is not
necessarily a linguistic ability but patience and
desire—the desire to help out a lost foreigner, to
learn about people from a different culture, the
desire to understand, and to be understood.

I respect the spirit of “When in Rome, do as the
Romans do. "But one must be allowed to come within
Rome, and need someone to teach the ways of Rome,
and the reason behind each practice. We cannot “do
as the Romans do,”if we do not even know what and
why we are to follow. It requires much patience on
both sides, but let us be friends! It is the fastest way
to learn another languagel
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