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Summer Festival
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Toyohashi City Coordinator for
International Relations

Japanese festival culture was one of the first
things on my list of things to experience in Japan. I
had always dreamed of walking along a gravel road
with a yukata outfit, with real takoyaki and a bag of
goldfish In hand, watching fireworks bloom right
above me in the dark night sky. Never in my wildest
dreams, did I expect to live in the city of tezutsu
fireworks, Yomise, and the famous Gion Festival.

I especially admire the richness and depth of
festivals, with its long history and presence of people
of the past. Festivals have many functions, one as a
medium of preservation for the elderly to pass on
local tradition, culture, and knowledge to younger
generations, linking the past and present. It also
brings a community together, creating a sense of
belonging and unity. It is not exclusive but lets
anyone take part in the celebration, allowing festivals
to evolve and reflect the flow of history.

Los Angeles also has many festivals, but most do
not have the ancient feel of those in Japan. Nisel
Week 1s still a history-in-the-making compared to
Japan, but still plays an important role in telling the
history of Japanese Americans. An annual summer
festival in Little Tokyo, Los Angeles, Nisei Week
goes back to 1937, when the first wave of Japanese
immigrants feared the loss of Japanese culture as
they watched the Nisei (2nd generation Japanese
Americans) lose the Japanese language and customs,
and instead got acclimatized to the “American way.”
Now, it is no longer a festival for Nisei or Japanese,
nor does is it end in a week. Many participants are
now Yonsei (4th generation) and even Gosei (5th
generation), and it is where the whole multiethnic
community of Los Angeles celebrates Japanese
heritage. Famous for its Tofu Fest, it is complete
with demonstrations of taiko drums, minyo dance,
and martial arts, as well as a baby pageant, Nisel
Queen contest, mikoshi, and appearances made by
America's iron chefs.

Festivals are a unique identity of the local
community, and constantly change and absorb new
elements as the community changes with time. Nisel
Week has shed its original purpose and continues to
hold its 67" festival this summer. While Oni Festival
and ceremonial rituals speak for the past,
International Festival and Brazil Day depicts a
changing Toyohashi. May all regions and cultures
continue to prosper and celebrate their own and all
heritages, for they are all priceless.
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