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In an era of globalization, different ethnicities,
cultures, religions, and customs live side by side,
and societies are evolving in all parts of the world.
Nowadays, there are many multicultural identities
brought up in cultural smoothie environments.
Brought up as a bilingual myself, I am often
inquired about my upbringing.

Excuse me for not explaining to those I have
vet to meet. I am a 2nd generation Japanese
American, born and raised in a Japanese home at
Los Angeles, US, and my first languages are both
English and Japanese.

In all honesty, there were times when I hated
my Japanese heritage. I believed myself at a
disadvantage and left behind by society because
my parents and my mother language were
Japanese. If only I did not know Japanese, how
much easier life would be. That was what I
thought.

However, rejecting one’s mother language and
one's roots is a rejection of yourself. Countless
studies indicate a solid foundational acquisition of
one's mother language 1s correlated to one's
personal and educational development. It is
something which links us to our parents, our first
life teachers. Hence, rejecting a mother language
can also lead to destructions in family relations
and one of children's essential developmental
environments-home.

I am who I am now because of the strong
support I had during my upbringing. My parents
encouraged me, saying, “Although we cannot
teach vou English, we will take full responsibility
of your Japanese, so give it your best shot”
There were times when I was mocked at and
discouraged, but I have friends who affirmed my
identities, both the “Tina” and “Yamada” in me.
My teachers also emphasized and encouraged in
excelling in my “talents.”

Societies develop as a synchronized result of all
the experiences and knowledge everyone
contributes. The future cannot be predicted. But
we can place our hopes that it will be a good one
onto the next generation. Toyohashi, with a
nationally unique population structure, has
unknown potential. There may be times when we
cannot comprehend what is happening, but let us
continue to cheer them on.
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