SREMERRREDT1FEADIS LEBBIFLET .

&u LA oA AL

8o BOBEIEEFHLOBREA
Open Minds Lead to New Worlds
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Two years have passed since I came to Japan from
Los Angeles, USA as a CIR to promote multi-cultural
understanding through international exchange. Since 1
was brought up in a Japanese home, I came to
Toyohashi City assuming I would easily acclimatize to
Japan's lifestyle. But I realized from day 1 that Japan
was a completely foreign country for me.

However, it is amazing how adaptable one can
become. Now, I cannot eat anything without craving for
a bowl of white rice, I worry about my laundry on rainy
days, and love hot springs. Although I have gradually
become accustomed to and picked up Japanese customs
and ways of thinking, I am still a foreigner who is
astounded by how profound culture truly is.

For example, T have had enlightening moments where
I have actually experienced aspects of Japanese culture
I studied in college, even from a trivial sentence such as
the seasonal greeting included at the beginning of a
letter. Before, I regarded it as a time-consuming social
etiquette. However, after living in this country where
various flowers bloom and scatter one after another,
similar to this transient floating world, I can understand
how appreciation of the ever-changing nature naturally
becomes a part of culture. Los Angeles has a
comparatively mild climate, and one cannot help but
turn their eyves towards the bigger picture, such as the
blue sky that never changes all year round, the endless,
sparkling Pacific Ocean, and majestic mountain ranges.
Here in Japan, I learned to stop and enjoy a single
flower, or turn my eyes towards the little changes in
the seasons.

I also like the richness of the language, of how one can
describe such a fleeting instance in a short phrase by
creatively using the various character scts. At times,
one uses hiragana to giye a softer expression, or kanji to
evoke a picture in ones mind. The Japanese language
which gracefully describes a beautiful depiction within 2
or 3 letters, such as the kanji characters of “hydrangea,”
[purple-sun-lower] “sunflower,” [towards-sun-hollyhock]
and “cosmos” [autumn-cherry blossom], is something
no alphabet can accomplish nor translate. This is also
true for Japanese names with kanji. The name which
was given from one's parents loses half of its meaning
when it is romanized into the alphabet.

Although we do not understand what they say,
western society is infatuated with kanji culture, and
kanji tattoos and t-shirts with kanji characters are
popular. But there were new worlds that can be found
within the Japanese language beyond just its physical
features. It is true that the more one learns, the more
one realizes how little one knows, and how big the
world really is. I had originally come to foster
multicultural understanding, but it was I who was
taught its true meaning through meeting many people
here in Japan.
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